
  

 

Welcome to the summer edition of the AMA's Very Influential Physician (VIP) Insider. Read 
on for details about these topics: 

• Learn how you can get involved in the fight to #FixMedicareNow 
• What activities help promote Members' visibility most in the district? 

• Sabato's Crystal Ball – 2024 House and Senate ratings  

  
 

Learn how you can get involved in the fight to #FixMedicareNow 
Get all the information and resources you need to make your voice heard in your advocacy to 
Congress at the AMA's new Fix Medicare Now website. Ensure Congress works to address 
the critical issues physicians—and their patients—face due to the flawed Medicare physician 
payment system. 
 
Did you know that physicians are the only providers whose Medicare payments do not 
automatically receive an annual inflationary update and as a result, Medicare physician 
payments have lagged 26% behind the rate of inflation growth since 2001?  

 

https://fixmedicarenow.org/
https://sparkinfluence.net/


During this current period of record inflation and coming on the heels of a highly disruptive 
pandemic, this statutory flaw often amplifies the impact of other payment policy changes like 
"budget neutrality" adjustments, performance incentives, and so forth.  
 
The AMA has been fighting for Medicare physician payment reform for well over a decade, 
and the system remains on an unsustainable path. Temporary patches and ongoing cuts to 
the Medicare physician payment system have left patient access to care at serious risk.  
  
Please visit fixmedicarenow.org today and learn more about the broken physician payment 
system and what Congress can do to fix it. This includes confronting payment inequities, 
injecting more financial stability into physician practices, and allowing them to invest in new 
ways of providing care – all of which will ultimately ensure that Medicare beneficiaries have 
access to high-quality care.  

  
 

Resources to support your advocacy  
The AMA's new "Medicare basics" series is intended to provide relatively straightforward 
explanations for policymakers and physician advocates about elements of the payment 
system and why they are in need of reform.   

• Medicare physician payment adequacy: Budget neutrality (PDF) 
• Merit-based Incentive Payment System (MIPS) (PDF) 
• The Medicare Economic Index (PDF) 
• Advancing value-based care with alternative payment models (PDF) 

As a reminder, the following charts are also available to let members of Congress know that 
the Medicare physician payment system needs reform to become a more sustainable, value-
based system that better meets the needs of patients and physicians: 

• Medicare provider updates for 2023 (PDF) 
• Medicare updates compared to inflation (with comparison) (PDF) 
• Medicare updates compared to inflation (without comparison) (PDF) 
• Key measures of practice expense in the Medicare Economic Index (PDF) 
• Medicare spending per enrollee (PDF) 
• Real (inflation-adjusted) Medicare physician spending per enrollee (PDF)  

All of these resources—and more—can be found on the Fix Medicare Now website. 

  
 

What Activities Help Promote Members' Visibility Most in the District? 
Our partners at The Congressional Management Foundation (CMF) wanted to identify the 
activities that Members use most to be visible in their districts or states. To find out, CMF 
asked House District Directors the following question: 
 
"When your Member is trying to be visible throughout the district, how important are the 
following activities?" 
 
What they learned: When Members want to be visible in their districts and states, the bigger 

https://fixmedicarenow.org/
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/medicare-basics-budget-neutrality.pdf
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/medicare-basics-mips.pdf
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/medicare-basics-medicare-economic-index.pdf
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/medicare-basics-apm.pdf
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/medicare-provider-updates-chart-2023.pdf
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/medicare-updates-inflation-chart-cumulative.pdf
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/medicare-updates-inflation-chart.pdf
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/key-measures-medicare-economic-index-chart.pdf
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/medicare-spending-enrollee.pdf
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/real-inflation-adjusted-spending-enrollee.pdf


the audience – the better! District directors who responded to the survey said activities, 
including speeches to large groups (98%), events where the media is present (96%), 
community events (95%), and site visits (95%) are "somewhat important" or "very important" 
for enhancing the legislator's visibility. 
 
Scheduling how Members spend their time in the district is a delicate balance. Members of 
Congress (even high-ranking ones) know they need to be consistently visible in their districts 
if they want to keep their jobs. Yet Members feel smaller venues, like meetings, are more 
important for understanding constituents' views and opinions.  Being politicians, Members 
want to say "yes" to scheduling requests for both public and private engagements. Yet if 
forced to choose between conflicting invitations to speak in public or meet privately with a few 
constituents, many Members will opt to accept the invitation that promises to put them in the 
public eye.  
 
Many advocacy groups encourage their supporters to meet privately with their Members of 
Congress during congressional recesses. Constituents who provide options (i.e. numerous 
dates and times) when making their scheduling requests improve their odds for getting an 
audience with their Members. 
 
Source: Partnership for a More Perfect Union, Copyright Congressional Management Foundation, 
http://CongressFoundation.org. Used with permission. 

  
 

Sabato's Crystal Ball – 2024 House and Senate ratings  
By Larry Sabato 
  
2024 House Ratings 

https://centerforpolitics.org/crystalball/2024-house/


 



 

2024 Senate Ratings 



 

 

  
 



Advocacy calendar 

 

Be sure to follow all the AMA's Physician Grassroots Network social media accounts for all the 
latest news on physician advocacy and what you can do to make sure your voice is heard on 
Capitol Hill.  

    

  
 

 

 

 

https://physiciansgrassrootsnetwork.org/sites/default/files/2023-03/VIP-Congressional-Calendar_2023.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/PhysGrassroots
https://twitter.com/PhysGrassroots
https://www.instagram.com/physgrassroots/


AMA Advocacy 
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